A Society of Friends                          51

they led a sociable life, especially in summer when other
families came up from Seville and Malaga. The Giners, though
belonging to Velez Malaga, had come originally from the east
coast, Valencia; the name "Giner" is said to be a form of the
Ltfmjanuarius. In The Q&dls of Cordoba, an Arabic book written
in Spain in the tenth century, there is a story of a man of the
same name (here spelt Yanair) who had so great a reputation for
honesty that his services were frequently required in the law-
courts as a witness. On one occasion the conduct of a j&ff, or
magistrate, was being investigated, and Yanair was called to
give evidence. He spoke no Arabic (in spite of being a devout
Muslim), and his evidence was given in the primitive Latin-
Spanish dialect which Muslims called"theoudandishlanguage".
"No, I do not know him/' Yanair answered, "but I have heard
tell of him that he is a little...", and he used a diminutive of
the word in the outlandish language. That language and the
curiously sounding words used by the natives of Spain, were a
perpetual source of amusement to the Arabic-speaking rulers;
even the Emir of Cordoba, Prince of Believers, was fond of
asking his courtiers what certain things, not always mentioned
in polite Arabic speech, were called in "Latin". Yanair's
diminutive was too good to be lost; it was at once passed on,
and the Emir exclaimed: "Verily such a word could not have
come from such a man, unless it were true!" and he dismissed
the qadt forthwith.

On his mother's side Giner de los Rios was Andaluz. The
most distinguished member of the family was Antonio de los
Rios Rosas, a politician whom even a severe foreign critic
could describe as "the soul of honour". He was a moderate
liberal and an academician, "an iron-grey man of middle age,
an energetic and effective speaker". On one occasion he was
understood to say in the Cortes that he regarded the Spanish
army as "a horde of assassins". Asked by the Speaker whether
he were prepared to put that statement in writing, he replied:
"I would have it carved in stone if I could". He defended the
principle of monarchy, but not the dynasty of the Bourbons;
and although he died in 1873 before "the conspiracy of
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